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A NOTE FROM MS. CALAA NOTE FROM MS. CALA

Welcome back from what I hope was a wonderful, week-long, holiday break replete with fun, loved

ones, rest, and gratitude (more on gratitude in January). Incredibly, we have only 12 schoo l  days le ft12 schoo l  days le ft

in 2019! As we wrap up 2019, I’d like to revisit a couple items:

Youth Truth Surveys
First, thank you to all of the families who shared their perceptions and experiences in the recent Youth Youth

Truth  surveysTruth  surveys . I am currently reviewing survey data and appreciate the candid feedback and unique

perspectives. Family input is important as we continually reflect upon how to provide the most optimal

learning environment for all of our students. 

Strategic Planning Collaborative
Thank you also to those of you who have indicated a desire to participate as a parent representative in

our Stra teg ic Plann ing Col laborativeStra teg ic Plann ing Col laborative . We are still accepting submissions through the end of this

week. Please see our previous newsflash (https://conta.cc/2s3wa5w) to read more about the

collaborative, and if interested, send me an email at: acala@reedschools.org. 

Sincerely,

Lexie Cala
Principal, Bel Aire Elementary

UPCOMING DATESUPCOMING DATES

Saturday, December 7 | Tiburon Peninsula Holiday Festival (Reed/Bel Aire Choirs & Del Mar
Steel Pans performance)
Wednesday, December 18 | Holiday Concert - 8:30-9:30am
Wednesday, December 18 | Student Council Winter Faire Spirit Day
December 23 -January 6 | NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess
Tuesday, January 7 | First Day Back

Improving Attendance
We are striving to improve the attendance of our students. Each minute of the school
day provides opportunities for learning and social development, and it can become
noticeable when students miss time. The state monitors our attendance and requires us
to report chronic absenteeism. Please help your child establish good habits at a young

https://www.reedschools.org/Page/11
https://conta.cc/2s3wa5w
https://conta.cc/2s3wa5w
mailto:acala@reedschools.org
https://www.tiburonchamber.org/holiday-festival
https://files.constantcontact.com/91bcf499301/7a5172c9-d5b0-4ac4-bdcc-c949eb3cb78e.pdf


age and schedule vacations during non-school days.

Remember, there are 365 days in a year, and only 180 days of school.

THIS SATURDAY, DECEMBER, 7th:THIS SATURDAY, DECEMBER, 7th:
BEL AIRE CHORUS ATBEL AIRE CHORUS AT
THE TIBURON PENINSULA HOLIDAY FESTIVALTHE TIBURON PENINSULA HOLIDAY FESTIVAL
Saturday, December 7, 1:00-5:00pm
Performances by Bel Aire Chorus, Reed Chorus, and Del Mar Steel Pans.

BEL AIRE WINTER CONCERTBEL AIRE WINTER CONCERT
Wednesday, December 18, 8:30-9:30am
Enjoy the joyous sound of children singing and playing traditional songs from around the
world. This is a wonderful event, performed by the students in Chorus and the
Percussion Ensembles (3rd, 4th and 5th), presented by our fantastic music teacher, Mr.
Jeb Gist.

Please park off campus, arrive on time, sign in, and stay to support all the performers.

The Music program is supported by your generous
donations to the Foundation for Reed Schools.

STUDENT COUNCIL WINTER FAIRE DAYSTUDENT COUNCIL WINTER FAIRE DAY
December 18, lunch recess

Hooray! It's Winter Fair Day!

Students may dress in their most festive winter wear.
Free games and music!
For purchase: treats, face painting, photo booth,
student store, and charitable donation options.

Students may bring no more than $10. (In $5 and $1 bills, please.)

Without Donations There is No Bake Sale
If you would like to donate: all "no bake" bake sale items must be commercially prepared,
with a list of ingredients, contain no nuts, and arrive in individual servings.

Please deliver by 10:00am to the school office.

LOST AND FOUND:LOST AND FOUND:
OUT OF CONTROLOUT OF CONTROL

OVERFLOWINGOVERFLOWING
OUT OF HEREOUT OF HERE

We try to return items that have



names in them, but all items that don't
get picked up will be donated to a
local charity that gives free clothing to
families in need.

Children for Change is excited to start a brand new unit
on hunger today. At the heart of this unit is the current
equation for Hunger: there is enough food to feed
everyone in the world, but people all over the globe are
experiencing hunger and 40% of edible food is
wasted. Our hope is that our students feel empowered to
share the knowledge they obtain at C4C with their families

and community, so they may consider adopting new habits and patterns of consumption
at home. 

C4C is in the middle of a canned food drive, and we got all the students of Bel Aire
involved in our first Hoops for Hunger event to help promote the drive. Students gathered
around the basketball court at recess to shoot as many baskets as they could in 30
seconds, and add them to our running tally. Our current goal is 433! We appreciate any
donation your family may be able to share. All cans are due by Dec. 12th.

Sincerely,

Ms. Lindsey McDonald
5th Grade Teacher
Children 4 Change Team

FROM THE BEL AIRE PTAFROM THE BEL AIRE PTA

How to support ADOPT A FAMILY of Marin 
 This year we are partnering again with Adopt A Family of Marin to support families in our



Marin community during the holidays. Adopt A Family of Marin works year round to
prevent homelessness and provide stability for families in crisis. The agency acts as a
safety net for many families in the County by providing short term financial assistance.
Be on the lookout for an email from your Room Parent with the wish list assigned to your
classroom. Thank you for supporting our Marin community!

LUNCH BUNCH Volunteers Wanted 
Thank you to our parent volunteers for helping to keep the lunch bunch room
open. Lunch bunch is a quieter place for kids to hang out during lunch recess. It is
staffed by parent volunteers. We need parent volunteers each day to watch over the kids
while they play with board games, legos or art during the recess time. Sign up for one
day or several throughout the year. Sign up to volunteer: Sign up

Update from Safe Routes to School
Caltrans District 4 is currently developing its first Pedestrian Plan to look at how we
can improve pedestrian travel along and across to the State Highway System in the
Bay Area. As part of that effort, we are asking people to participate in an online survey
called Street Story, which lets people indicate where they’ve felt safe or unsafe, or
experienced a collision or near-miss on or near a roadway. The survey allows you to
enter as many points as you want, and on any public roadway in California. We’re
specifically asking for data regarding Caltrans facilities in the Bay Area (e.g. SR
131/Tiburon Blvd, US-101 interchanges) so that we can identify locations or hotspots
where we should focus on as part of future projects. Data collected through December
2019 will be useful. 

Jena Watson, parent volunteer 

From RUSD PTA 

Additional Viewing Opportunity -
“Angst: Raising Awareness Around Anxiety”

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the special screening of "Angst: Raising
Awareness Around Anxiety” and the Q&A with the film’s producer, Karin Gornick, and
Dr. Gold. It was an eye-opening glimpse into ways to open the conversation
surrounding the anxieties facing today’s youth.

If you were unable to attend the event, the RUSD PTA has arranged for an exclusive
opportunity for PTA member families to view the film in their own home at a reduced
rate. Check out the RUSD PTA Parent Ed webpage for more information. Please note
that if students view the film, it is highly recommended that they do so along with a
parent, adult, or other professional.

THE FOUNDATION FOR REED SCHOOLS

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084aabaa2ea6fc1-belaire
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https://www.reedschools.org/Page/170


CLICK HERE TO PLEDGE OR DONATE TODAY!
Donate by December 31st to take advantage of the 2019 tax deduction.
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http://www.foundationforreedschools.com/donations-1



